
Jane B. Watson, Ph.D. 
Associate Director 
Water Quality Protection Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

Dear Dr. Watson: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Southeast Regional Office 
263 13th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701-5505 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov 

MAY 19 2017 

F/SER31: SF 

This letter responds to your request for consultation with us, the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS), pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), for the Environmental Protection 
Agency's (EPA) approval of Louisiana's seasonally applicable minimum dissolved oxygen (DO) criterion 
adopted for waters in the eastern Lower Mississippi Alluvial Plain (eLMRAP) basin. The NMFS tracking 
number assigned to this request is SER-2017-18530. 

We received your letter requesting consultation on March 6, 2017 for EPA's June 3, 2016 approval of 
Louisiana's adopted amendments to Title 33, Part IX, Chapter 11 of the Louisiana Surface Water Quality 
Standards, pursuant to Clean Water Act Section 303(c) and 40 CFR Part 131. In your letter, you noted 
that EPA has initiated consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). The USFWS and 
NMFS share jurisdiction on Gulf sturgeon (50 CFR 226.214), and Gulf sturgeon critical habitat occurs 
within the action area. The USFWS is responsible for consultations regarding Gulf sturgeon and critical 
habitat in riverine units and estuarine units, and NMFS is responsible for consultations regarding Gulf 
sturgeon critical habitat in marine units. Please consult with the USFWS since this action addresses 
riverine and estuarine units. No listed species require NMFS's involvement in the consultation. 

We look forward to working with you to ensure the conservation of our threatened and endangered 
species and designated critical habitat. Please consult with NMFS prior to taking agency action. NMFS 
does not conduct ESA section 7 consultation on actions that are already completed. Consultation is 
intended as a prospective process to evaluate the impacts of federal actions that will occur in the future or 
ongoing federal actions that can still be modified or conditioned in authorizing documents. If you have 
any questions about section 7 consultation, please contact Sarah Furtak, Consultation Biologist, at (954) 
262-3763, or by email at sarah.furtak@noaa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

David Bernhart 
Assistant Regional Administrator, 
Protected Resources 


